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Pacific region and with Europe and like-minded
countries around the globe that are critical to
effective competition with the People’s Republic
of China;

(2) to develop, in collaboration with such al-
lies and partners, a unified approach to ad-
dressing and deterring significant diplomatic,
economic, and military challenges posed by the
People’s Republic of China; and

(3) to promote, in partnership with like-mind-
ed countries around the globe, the values of de-
mocracy and human rights.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the Romney amendment
at the desk be considered and agreed
to; that the committee-reported sub-
stitute amendment, as amended, be
agreed to; that the bill, as amended, be
considered read a third time and
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 1282) was agreed
to as follows:

(Purpose: To modify a finding relating to the
defense strategy of the United States)

In section 2, strike paragraph (5) and insert
the following:

(5) A critical objective of the defense strat-
egy of the United States is to set the mili-
tary of the People’s Republic of China on a
path toward transparency and nonaggres-
sion.

The committee-reported amendment,
in the nature of a substitute, as amend-
ed, was agreed to.

The bill (S. 25647), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed, as follows:

S. 2547

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Indo-Pacific

Cooperation Act of 2019°°.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.
Congress makes the following findings:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(1) Congress supports the finding on the
People’s Republic of China articulated in the
2018 National Defense Strategy and the 2017
National Security Strategy.

(2) The Asia Reassurance Initiative Act of
2018 (Public Law 115-409) established the pol-
icy of the United States ‘“‘to develop and
commit to a long-term strategic vision and a
comprehensive, multifaceted, and principled
United States policy for the Indo-Pacific re-
gion” so as to advance United States na-
tional security, economic, human rights, and
other regional interests, and for such pur-
poses, Congress has authorized appropriate
funding.

(3) The People’s Republic of China is
leveraging military modernization, influence
operations, and predatory economics to co-
erce neighboring countries to reorder the
Indo-Pacific region to the advantage of the
People’s Republic of China.

(4) As the People’s Republic of China con-
tinues its economic and military ascendance,
asserting power through a whole of govern-
ment long-term strategy, the People’s Re-
public of China will continue to pursue a
military modernization program that seeks
Indo-Pacific regional hegemony in the near-
term and displacement of the United States
to achieve global preeminence in the future.

(5) A critical objective of the defense strat-
egy of the United States is to set the mili-
tary of the People’s Republic of China on a
path toward transparency and nonaggres-
sion.

(6) The People’s Republic of China uses
economic inducements and penalties, influ-
ence operations, and implied military
threats to persuade other countries to heed
the political and security agenda of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China.

(7) United States allies and partners are
critical to effective competition with the
People’s Republic of China.

SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

It is the policy of the United States—

(1) to expand military, diplomatic, and eco-
nomic alliances and partnerships in the Indo-
Pacific region and with Europe and like-
minded countries around the globe that are
critical to effective competition with the
People’s Republic of China;

(2) to develop, in collaboration with such
allies and partners, a unified approach to ad-
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dressing and deterring significant diplo-
matic, economic, and military challenges
posed by the People’s Republic of China; and

(3) to promote, in partnership with like-
minded countries around the globe, the val-
ues of democracy and human rights.

—————

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
JANUARY 15, 2020

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 10 a.m., Wednesday, Jan-
uary 15; further, that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and that the Sen-
ate then proceed to a period of morning
business, with Senators permitted to
speak therein for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:50 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, January 15, 2020, at 10 a.m.

————

CONFIRMATION
Executive nomination confirmed by
the Senate January 14, 2020:
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

PETER GAYNOR, OF RHODE ISLAND, TO BE ADMINIS-
TRATOR OF THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
AGENCY, DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY.
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